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re gi-1 : Intense strarces fr> Vw 
a v e ' *Y 8 p8 W6flly moved £j ane have confirmed that an 
ihe’frontIef ~ a n ~d fcStab- ope ration had taken place in 

S iHTSW bases in the Xieng "Lorn area in mwm 

«* y s % Huraeirre(3 knowledge -of 

^es-ferd^r urin a J anjTTBa! participation in Laos 
ffg%TSayabVuW Prov- fjjey said, however, that's 
KTcF’borders Thailand, concU rrent and “possibly c«>or 
'ng'To 1 r 5Ch i n g : gnated" sweep had occurred 


h sell "borders Thailand, concU rrent and "possimy mu. 
ingTo' Teprrs fOaehing . (jinated" sweep had occurred 
! rom“‘Xieng Lorn, 160 on the Thai side of the border 
les hdrfhw'ist of Vientiane. u.S. mission sources 'rant 

units fhe clearing operation mra 
^rliTKos TFSft NAii PWV-, Seen completed about m day* 
P *f sji UUl ' in 'irg n ago. Until Monday, however, 
ffL.UlVilln' ' '4wpfllrtn recen t knowledge of such an opeia- 
coAsl^uffiecT saje l- tion was denied by all o- 
—At t.>eAMBlST of embassy offices normally 
extend - leasing such information. 
B'twam^dm lAlsilR fhe Xieng Lorn - Mi-uiu. 

JfhmQP S[\all01 v . ^fi--| ci , Ngeum-Hi.ng Sa complex witr, 
" : us saletme carflds: Srt-n3HWv 

soifrgdis shf The move Is ^ rted t0 have outstripped 
pooraTnated by lire yen- 1 If H eo base at Long Linens 
n^ggeaSgp ^^- ; ^ear the' Plain of Tars IB ;im 
! or area secuSy: pnrtance LO the U.S. war effort 

ier U.S- sources reptJTOSg- . , They are said lo he 

Ihai tmns aHTlhuVrn r»i- 7 1>M< . P near Ban HoueiTtU, "10 
IWWBiW^ 11 1* 1 1 1 1 nprtWest of ‘Vientiane 

50 miles northwest of 
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•■intormed government! 

Sources." 

Tit Ihaf Thai ir.- 

■ lelligence had located the 
Headquarters of a Pathet Laoj 
battalion, less than 5 miles , 
from the Thai border, v rtth an- 1 

The Pathet Lao, according to I 
the sources, had sent men to 1 

pick. up, food from Thai te rm 

l ° An alert has been ordered 
in Uttaradit Province, acconL 
ing to the Post, and the 2d 
r avalry Regiment has been a 
signed to double the number 
natroling the border area as a 
precaution against possible in- 
vasion bv the Pathet Lao. 

‘‘Meanwhile,” the Post re- 
ported. “an intelligence mis- 
sion has been sent to collect 
more reports on Pathet Lao 
movements, the source said. 
U.S. analysts inVienLanesug- 
gesi the Post story may be a 
“planted cover” for operations 
ttW miles north of those r - 
ported and say tbeyhavere 
ceived no reports on Pathet 
Tiao -presence m, northern Say 
atsoury Province fof months. 
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only last vt ek said they had 
no report >f enemy move- 
ments in ( ihern Sayaboury 
and no kn -v ledge of anything 
more thar in dated, ineffective 
pockets of ^ nhet Lao. 

jt j s n-.o worthy. however, 
that nors, e n Sayaboury lies 
iust aero the Mekong from 
whe -e r t- ary analysts be 
lievt t;.|. >. ~e engineers will 
evei tn ai op building their 
roa. U ,.h northwestern 


: igence sources say 
v was halted 20 
of the Mekong a 
1 it it continues to 
f scial comments of 
1 Thai capital. , 
r > noteworthy that’ 
Province was an- 
Thailand during 
i II, then returned 
; ;d the French as 
t war settlement, 
t ,ok government is 
believed to still 
-trip of Laos west of 
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Cupyttig a strlp °™° 5 arl7 
20 mam 

" Mef W iSb'WW to m 
fur MriP'WSwairff toward 
PWvtnre 

fafeal"’ establishing outposts. 

lA recently " Improved all- 
i weather high way from Nan 
City in Thailand to the Lao 
border, where It becomes an 
improver trail, is said to be 

the'suMy. !! nk ,^ th the T _ t l al 

^Western ‘military sources 
last week confirmed that there 
have been border incursions 
bv' Thais~In TecSTit -weeks but 

ascribed them to the ill-de- 

f-ned demarcations. 

Irirf —m H si 1 enrt am is 


“XTengLom. 

' A unit of Thais training mil 
fffbesmen in Laos is regularly 
reported to be stationed in 
Xieng Lorn and operating , 
along me complex of posi- 
tions. 

A subcommittee of the Sen- 
ate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee has prepared a repmt; 
that puts the number of J nai 
troops in Laos at 4,800. 

In an action possibly related 
’ to the "Thai incursion fmm me 
west, pro-government irreiju- 
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ill ' de ‘ ar g have reportedly launche 

: a ^l S an . offensive thrust wesr.^ 


WW-tnirt-Htm Say- from Luang Prabang 

KSJi: the Mekong Tke« i, r« 
SSJTSSa t» cial coMlmotion - •» 

ja i r "St Wi r t ty cle ar- thrust tending to, 
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